Bryophyta
Order Sphagnales
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Sphagnum. All of the Sphagnales belong to the genus Sphag-
num, which is generally regarded as the most primitive of the

Fie. 808. The peat moss (Sphagnum)
mosses (Fig. 808). The protonema is a flat thallus from which a
much-branched leafy shoot develops. The sporophyte is very dif-
ferent from that of the typical moss and much less complicated.
It consists of a globular capsule and a foot, which are connected by
a narrow neck (Fig- 809). During the development of the sporo-